To: Professor Musselman

From: Lauren Motto
Date: December 5th, 2012

Subject: Unit 4 Final Draft Response Letter

I would like to thank my two peer reviewers, Shailja Modi and Olatokunbo Onabanjo, for their help with improving my video on bath salts.  They both suggested various ways to change my video so I could better get my point across to my chosen audience, college level students.  I would also like to thank Professor Musselman for her comments.  They helped me think about new things I did not consider before for my video.


Shailja critiqued my video by saying that I sounded very scripted and that music in the background would help add to the effect of my presentation.  I did add music and changed my script so that it seemed less like a lecture and more like me just saying what I think.  She also mentioned that I should try to incorporate a counter argument into the video.  Concerning illegal drugs it was hard to create a counter argument, but I tried my best by saying that "not all drugs are created equal" and that "some illegal drugs are worse than others."  I did not want my video to come across as me trying to promote the use of illegal drugs, so instead I just mentioned that not all drugs are bad.


Olatokunbo said that my video was lacking the necessary emotion to portray my point and that she did not think that my chosen audience would want to be fully engaged in the video based on the subject matter.  I changed my script, as stated before, to add some more emotion, but I disagree with the second point.  I think that from an educational view I did not say anything that would make a person considering drugs become frustrated or refuse to listen to me.  I used a simplistic, hopefully interesting approach to make my video and I think that the college level will be interested with my point.


Professor Musselman suggested that I do not sound as scripted, questioned some information I stated in my first draft, and asked about if I intended to make the video about bath salts at the end.  I saw that an overwhelming response was concerning my script so I did change that.  As for the information used, I left it out in the final video so hopefully that is no longer an issue.  And finally, in my rough draft video I did want to suddenly switch to talking about bath salts.  Since this change did not come across as clear, though, and that I was intending to discuss my topic in that way, I changed the way I introduced bath salts in my final draft so that I am more forward with my point.
